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Heidelberg secures leading position in the printing and packaging industry

Heidelberg strengthens core business

Heidelberger Druckmaschi-
nen AG is further expanding
its strategic position as a sys-
tems integrator. The transac-
tion to integrate the lifecycle
business and the global sales
and service companies of the
manroland sheetfed Group
was completed at the begin-
ning of July. The integration
of manroland sheetfed into
the Heidelberg Group can
thus proceed as planned.

In addition, Heidelberg signed an agree-
ment to take over the production of
Polar presses and systems in the future.
The development of these presses will
be integrated into Heidelberg's orga-
nization. Following the already com-
pleted integration of technology,
brand, sales, and service, the company
is thus taking the next logical step and
strengthening its position, particularly
in the packaging and label markets.
"By integrating the businesses of man-
roland sheetfed and Polar, Heidelberg
is strengthening its leading position in
the printing and packaging industry,”
said Jurgen Otto, CEO of Heidelberg.
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The Polar AirGo Jog automatically aligns individual sheets of paper or cardboard
with precision to the edge for stacking prior to cutting.

“We are consistently expanding our
value chain and thereby creating added
value for our customers.”

For customers from Heidelberg, this
step mainly means continued high re-
liability in quality, availability, and in-
novation. Through the full acquisition,
the company is accelerating the devel-
opment of new solutions, particularly
in the areas of automation and work-
flow integration. Polar systems remain
an integral part of networked, highly
productive production environments
throughout the entire post-press pro-
cess. The product portfolio includes
components and systems that integrate
and automate all processes — from
loading, shaking, cutting, and die-cut-
ting to unloading and banding. For
customers, all familiar processes re-
lated to service, support, and sales re-
main unchanged.

The transition will take place in stages:
The current production site in Hofheim
will no longer be available in the long
term due to its sale. Heidelberg will
use the time until then to prepare for
integration into the company’s pro-
duction network.

Customers are at the heart of all our
initiatives. Heidelberg consistently en-
sures high delivery reliability and the
high quality of service customers have

come to expect, while at the same time
underscoring its long-term commitment
to the market. “With the complete ac-
quisition of Polar, we are further ex-
panding our leading role as a systems
integrator. For our customers, reliabil-
ity and performance are always the top
priorities. Especially during a period of
noticeable market changes, we are
sending a clear signal to the market:
Heidelberg stands for stability, quality,
and long-term partnership.”

The collaboration between Heidelberg
and Polar dates to the 1950s and has
been continuously expanded over the
decades. With the full integration of
development, production, sales, and
service, a consistently managed, high-
performance offering is now being
created across the entire value chain,
with a clear focus on productivity, ef-
ficiency, and futureproofing for cus-
tomers worldwide.

Kurz combines quality,
performance, and flexi-
bility in a single portfolio
Leonhard Kurz is expanding and re-
structuring its portfolio in the field of

Digital Embellishment Solutions,
thereby offering customers a compre-



hensive solution for all relevant sheet-
fed format classes. With the DM-Max-
liner family, Kurz covers applications
ranging from B3 to B1, enabling print
shops, finishing service providers, and
packaging manufacturers to launch or
expand their digital finishing produc-
tion - regardless of production volume,
format requirements, or area of appli-
cation.

The machine family includes solutions
for B3, B2, and B1 formats, offering a
comprehensive portfolio for digital
metallization and coating. Customers
benefit from clear guidance in select-
ing the right technology and can spe-
cifically meet their production require-
ments with the appropriate system
solution.

"With the DM-Maxliner family, we of-
fer our customers a comprehensive
portfolio for all relevant sheetfed for-
mat classes. This ensures that every
user - from entry-level to industrial
production - can find the right solu-
tion for their needs. At the same time,
all systems embody Kurz's technolog-
ical strengths: outstanding finishing
quality, high productivity, and maxi-
mum material flexibility,” says Franz
Repp, Vice President of Sales EMEA.
The DM-Maxliner systems are based
on Kurz's patented Ink-on-Foil tech-
nology. It enables high-quality metal-
lic effects, coatings, and tactile and
embossed finishes in an industrially
designed production process. Depend-
ing on the machine type, flat, tactile,
or embossed effects can be achieved,
thereby creating eye-catching print
products with a high-end look and feel.
"Qur patented technology forms the
foundation for combining the highest
finishing quality, industrial perfor-
mance, and maximum flexibility. This
enables our customers to produce a
wide variety of applications cost-effec-
tively and with consistently high qual-
ity,” says Ljubisa Drinic, Head of Busi-
ness Area Machines and Applications.
Another advantage of Kurz solutions
lies in their wide range of compatible
materials. In addition to coated and
uncoated papers, numerous other sub-
strates can be processed. At the same
time, the systems are compatible with
both digital printing processes and off-
set production and can be flexibly in-
tegrated into existing production en-

vironments.

Kurz also sets standards in print qual-
ity. The systems operate at a resolu-
tion of up to 600 dpi and ensure pre-
cise reproduction of the finest details.
This is complemented by high produc-
tion speeds and an industrial machine
platform designed for process reliabil-
ity and dependability.

Companies with increasing demands
for efficiency and cost-effectiveness in
particular benefit from the systems’
high productivity. The combination of
powerful technology, high processing
speed, and versatile finishing options
lays the foundation for low unit costs
and cost-effective production - for both
short runs and larger production vol-
umes.

Solimar Systems enables
ABT Mailcom to Signifi-

cantly Cut File Processing
Solimar Systems announced that ABT
Mailcom has transformed its end-to-
end production workflow using the
Solimar Chemistry Platform. Delivered
in partnership with Hansen360 and
RISO, the implementation has reduced
file processing from 1530 minutes to
approximately 2.5 minutes per job, ex-
panded inserter-ready capabilities from
4 pages to 78 pages per mail piece,
and enabled the team to confidently
process nearly one million tax notices
during peak season.

Based in Lake Geneva, Wisconsin, ABT
Mailcom has served small- to mid-sized
organizations for more than two de-
cades. As demand accelerated —driven
in part by the acquisition of Mailcom
Consulting and a growing municipal
billing portfolio - Production Manager
and Partner Kevin Poeschel, recipient
of the 2025 USPS Bronze Industry Mem-
ber of the Year Award, identified an
opportunity to invest in the automa-
tion needed to sustain continued
growth.

“We had solid processes in place, but
| could see that automation would let
us take on more work without propor-
tionally increasing complexity,” said
Kevin Poeschel, Production Manager
and Partner at ABT Mailcom. “Partner-
ing with Solimar Systems, Hansen360,
and RISO gave us everything we
needed in a unified solution. We're
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now building new workflows ourselves
—that self-sufficiency was exactly what
we wanted.”

The Solimar Chemistry Platform solu-
tion stack includes ReadyPDF for file
optimization and SOLfusion and Ru-
bika for workflow orchestration and
document processing. Together, these
solutions transform incoming files into
production-ready output — with auto-
mated page separation, barcode ap-
plication, and postal optimization
through BCC Software integration.
“Working with Kevin and the ABT
Mailcom team has been a genuine
pleasure,” said Mary Ann Rowan, Chief
Experience Officer at Solimar System:s.
“Kevin is a swift learner and a driven
leader who isn’t afraid to push bound-
aries. We're thrilled to welcome him
as a member of our 2026 Solimar Cus-
tomer Advisory Council - his insights
and practical perspective will be in-
valuable as we continue to evolve our
solutions.”

Hansen360 led implementation with
a phased approach that delivered im-
mediate value while laying the foun-
dation for comprehensive automation,
prioritizing knowledge transfer so ABT
could operate and evolve the solution
independently. “ABT Mailcom didn't
need an enterprise-scale implementa-
tion - they needed right-sized auto-
mation that would grow with them,”
said Hansen Longfellow, President of
Hansen360. “Kevin was incredibly en-
gaged throughout the process, which
allowed us to design solutions that fit
exactly how ABT operates. That kind
of partnership is how we define suc-
cess.”

RISO played a pivotal role early in the
engagement, providing test files to
validate the solution architecture and
offering financing options tailored to
ABT's investment timeline. “ABT Mail-
com is exactly the kind of growth-ori-
ented operation we love to support,”
said Maggie Curry, National Sales Man-
ager, RISO Production Printing Systems.
"By aligning financing with their busi-
ness model and collaborating closely
with Solimar Systems and Hansen360,
we helped make a significant infra-
structure investment achievable - and
the results speak for themselves.”
Measurable Results

* Processing speed: File processing re-



duced from 15-30 minutes to 2.5 min-
utes per job

* Capacity expansion: Confidently han-
dling 90-150 jobs monthly with room
to grow

* Enhanced capabilities: Inserter-ready
processing expanded from 4 pages to
7-8 pages per mail piece

* Peak season success: Nearly one mil-
lion tax bills processed in three weeks
across 400+ cities, towns, and villages
* Postal optimization: Maximum postal
discounts captured and shared with cus-
tomers as a competitive differentiator
e Operational efficiency: Setup and job
changeover times reduced from hours
to minutes

By the end of 2026, ABT Mailcom plans
to have all customers transitioned to
Solimar-based workflows, with ongo-
ing refinements and complementary
investments — including software for
selective paper handling — further ex-
panding service capabilities.

DuPont Cyrel achieves triple
Esko Quartz Certification

DuPont Cyrel Flexographic Solutions
has announced that three of its lead-
ing flexographic plate products Cyrel
EASY ESXR, Cyrel EASY EPR2 and Cyrel
FAST EASY EFXR have successfully
achieved certification for the Esko
Quartz ecosystem, reinforcing the two
companies shared commitment to ad-
vancing flexographic print quality, pro-
cess consistency, and production effi-
ciency through integrated technology
solutions. “The certification represents
an important milestone in the ongo-
ing collaboration between DuPont and
Esko under the joint Better Together
initiative,” said PJ Fronczkiewicz, North
American Manager, Technical Market-
ing & Service, DuPont Cyrel Flexog-
raphic Solutions. “With Better To-
gether, we are focusing on validating
optimized combinations of plate ma-
terials, imaging technologies, and
workflows to provide measurable per-
formance improvements for flexog-
raphic printers and tradeshops.”

“Notably, Cyrel FAST EASY EFXR be-
comes the first thermally processable
flexographic plate certified for the
Esko Quartz ecosystem, providing cus-
tomers with a validated pathway to
combine thermal plate processing with
advanced Quartz imaging technology,”

said Michael Weber, Technical Service
Leader EMEA & Neu-Isenburg Site Man-
ager. Added PJ Fronczkiewicz: “Today's
flexographic operations require more
than individual best-in-class compo-
nents, they require fully integrated,
validated workflows. The Esko Quartz
certification of three Cyrel plate tech-
nologies demonstrates our commit-
ment to providing customers with
proven solutions that deliver repeat-
able quality, operational efficiency,
and greater sustainability.”

The Esko Quartz ecosystem utilizes ad-
vanced CDI Quartz imaging, XPS Crys-
tal exposure and Quartz screening
technology designed to improve im-
age precision, highlight reproduction,
shadow detail, and process stability.
Through the certification process, the
selected Cyrel plates demonstrated
compatibility with advanced Quartz
imaging requirements while maintain-
ing the plate characteristics demanded
by high-performance flexographic
printing applications.

The certified portfolio offers custom-
ers flexibility across a broad range of
packaging applications. The Cyrel EASY
ESXR is designed for high-quality flex-
ible packaging and demanding pro-
cess print applications, delivering ex-
cellent ink transfer and robust press
performance. The Cyrel EASY EPR2 pro-
vides a balanced combination of print
quality, versatility, and productivity
for flexible packaging and label appli-
cations, and the Cyrel FAST EASY EFXR
combines DuPont EASY technology
with FAST thermal processing, enabling
rapid plate production while support-
ing high-resolution imaging and con-
sistent print reproduction.

“For plate production facilities evalu-
ating workflow modernization, Quartz
certification provides confidence that
the complete plate imaging process
has been validated across both tech-
nologies,” said Pascal Thomas, Esko
Director of Flexo Product Manage-
ment. “By combining DuPont Cyrel
plate technology with Esko Quartz im-
aging, customers can achieve improved
process control while maintaining the
durability and print consistency re-
quired in modern packaging produc-
tion environments.

“The validated DuPont Cyrel and Esko
Quartz ecosystem provides consistent
imaging performance, enhanced print
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reproduction, reduced production vari-
ability, and greater process standard-
ization,” he said. “Together, we are
enabling flexographic plate makers
and converters to achieve more repeat-
able, efficient, and reliable results from
plate production through to press.”
“Cyrel FAST thermal processing elimi-
nates the need for solvents during
plate processing, helping converters
and trade shops reduce VOC emissions
while simplifying plate room opera-
tions,” said Weber. “The FAST work-
flow was recently certified as deliver-
ing 20% less energy consumption by
GreenCircle Certified, providing con-
verters and brand owners with added
assurance regarding the system’s ca-
pability to contribute to reduced op-
erational energy use while continuing
to provide high-performance output.
With the addition of Quartz certifica-
tion, customers no longer need to
choose between advanced imaging
performance and the operational ad-
vantages of thermal processing.”
The collaboration between DuPont
and Esko reflects a shared industry fo-
cus on providing validated end-to-end
solutions rather than standalone tech-
nologies. Through ongoing testing and
certification activities, both companies
continue to help customers reduce im-
plementation risk while accelerating
adoption of next-generation flexog-
raphic workflows.

" As packaging printers face increasing
demands for higher quality graphics,
tighter process control, shorter pro-
duction cycles, and improved sustain-
ability, integrated solutions such as
these specific certified Cyrel products
and Esko Quartz ecosystem provide a
practical pathway toward achieving
those objectives,” said Fronczkiewicz.
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